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Dear MFL student teacher,

We are delighted that you have accepted an offer to undertake your PGCE MFL course next year with us here in Bristol. We look forward to welcoming you in September 2026 – it may seem a long way off, but the time will fly by. 
We would advise you to develop your subject knowledge as far as you can before you start, to provide a strong foundation for your PGCE year. Please initially focus on the bespoke targets mentioned to you during your interview.  
For those of you who would like to undertake some pre-course reading, you will find a list of recommended core texts below:
·  Pachler, N., Evans, M., Redondo, A., & Fisher, L. (2014). Learning to teach Foreign Languages in the Secondary School. A companion to School Experience (4th ed.) Routledge
· Pachler, N., & Redondo, A. (Eds.). (2023). A practical guide to teaching modern foreign languages in the secondary school. Routledge (3rd ed.)
· Smith, S. & Conti, G. (2016) The Language Teacher Toolkit (independent publication) 
· Smith, S. (2022) Becoming an Outstanding Languages Teacher (2nd ed.)
In addition to dipping a toe into the recommended reading, we encourage you to engage with some of the excellent professional networks and online communities available to language teachers:
· https://www.all-languages.org.uk/  (website of the Association for Language Learning) 
· @mfltwitterati 
· www.facebook.com/groups/secondarymflmatters 
· Global innovative language teachers: https://www.facebook.com/groups/110170826039641/

We will be in touch with you all again before the course starts to give you further updates. In the meantime, if you have any queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
Best wishes, 

Carmen Meira-Garcia (PGCE MFL Lead and tutor for Spanish):  carmen.meira-garcia@bristol.ac.uk 
Ruth Bailey (PGCE programme lead and tutor for French):  ruth.bailey@bristol.ac.uk
Laura Evans (tutor for German):  laura.evans@bristol.ac.uk 
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